REINING OUT THE CAMERA
Jeremey Dyches’ Take on Art
“To suffer for your art is highly common, but to have fun with your art is almost taboo. To have fun with the illusion of suffering for it, now that truly is art.”
— Jeremey Dyches, Photographer

EDITH: Hello, Jeremey. Tell us a bit about yourself and your path in life.
Hello, I’m an artist first, then a photographer. I grew up as a military kid and traveled a lot, but mostly grew up in California. My background is pretty unique. I turned down an art scholarship out of high school to take a year off from school and eventually joined the military. I did eight years of active duty, and during that time I was still doing my art and photography. I was a self-taught photographer who focused on lifestyle, brand endorsement, and editorial photography, but eventually worked my way into fashion, creative portraits, and cinematic-style images. I now live and work out of Boston.
EDITH: Your story with photography?
I started photography in high school with an Olympus OM-10 35mm film camera. I was taught to develop and print my own images from start to finish. I set down my film camera while I was in the military, but started using a Canon EOS 40D in 2007. I used that camera for several years to develop my style of photography. Once I left the military, I got divorced, and photography became everything to me; it literally saved my life. As I struggled to find myself outside of the military and a 14-year relationship, I leaned more than ever into creating, connecting, and carving a new lifestyle as an artist. Today, I love exploring new styles and concepts. I will never forget my past, as I feel it helps with how I create and see things today.
EDITH: Full-time job or hobby?
Photography is definitely my career, but I’m lucky enough to be selective about which assignments I accept and who I work with. I create in other ways as well. I love to design skateboards, write screenplays, play an extra in movies, and create comics. I’m currently finishing a comic series due to be published next year. I was in four movies as an extra and even got to meet and hang out with Alan Rickman before he passed away.
EDITH: Your favorite photographic genre?
I prefer creative portraits. I like my images to tell a story. It’s a lot of fun to take an idea or concept and collaborate with other artists to bring it to life. Seeing something evolve as you’re working on it is very exciting. I don’t ever limit myself during a shoot. I try to remain open-minded and unobjective during the process so I can explore all options before we wrap up.
EDITH: One thing you love about shooting?
My favorite part of the process is working with the talent. My method is going into every shoot with a 50/50 mindset, but 100% effort from all involved. I don’t like the idea of coming into a shoot and being a dictator. I want there to be an equal balance of creative contributions. I don’t want to remove any bit of the model’s personality or unique qualities in the way they model. My goal is to merge and incorporate that feeling of freedom into every shoot so that each stands out from previous sets and remains unique.
EDITH: Your goal when you create?
I create based on what I’m experiencing or feel I need to express in that moment. I use my photography as a form of art therapy, but never force my viewpoints or concerns onto others or the model during the shoot. I like to create a mood or an emotion that viewers can connect with in their own way. What makes me happy during these shoots is walking away at the end of a set and feeling like the model and I created something better than what we expected.
EDITH: How critical of your work are you?
I am very critical of my work. I won’t accept mediocre or sloppy captures. If an image is going to take me longer than 15 minutes to edit, then I didn’t capture it well enough for it to be worth editing.
JEREMEY DYCHES  |  INTERVIEW




