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American Red Cross Addresses Blood Shortage Crisis
Every two seconds, someone in the United States needs blood, and the Red Cross provides nearly 40% of the nation’s supply. The demand for blood is expected to increase by 12% by 2030. American Red Cross revealed a drastic decrease in blood donations by 40% over the past 20 years. LifeBlood Fund launch comes on the heels of the Red Cross announcing its second-ever blood supply crisis on July 27, 2026 after donations fell to a four-year summer low, according to the Red Cross press release. 
American Red Cross today announced its LifeBlood Fund, a five-year, $300 million national effort to strengthen and modernize the nation’s blood supply. The campaign aims to address urgent challenges, including rising hospital demand, fewer donors, increasing costs and aging infrastructure. Red Cross intends to address this through expanded donor engagement, advancing outdated technologies and modernizing facilities. This initiative is designed to strengthen the Red Cross capacity to collect and deliver lifesaving blood. 
“Despite all of the advances in modern medicine, there is still no substitute for human blood,” said Bryon Pollitt. “The Red Cross relies 100% on volunteer, unpaid donors to give blood for the benefit of others, and it’s up to us as individuals and institutions to support the Red Cross effort.” 
Red Cross volunteers Teresa and Byron Pollitt will co-chair the campaign committee, bringing decades of support to this mission-critical initiative. In addition to the guiding the campaign’s strategy and fundraising efforts, the Pollitts are making an investment of $15 million towards this campaign. 
The American Red Cross invites individuals, foundations and organizations to join this effort to strengthen the nation’s blood system. To help ensure every patient receives the care they depend on. The American Red Cross is a nonprofit organization that shelters, feeds, and provides comfort to victims of disasters. They supply nearly 40% of the nation’s blood, teach skills to save lives, and distributes international humanitarian aid. They function off the generosity of the American public to deliver its mission. For more information, please visit redcross.org. 
Words:  337 (Not including Title)
