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More Than Coffee and Crochet: Abide Coffeehouse
Weaves Community in Wilkes-Barre

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. - On Monday evenings, knitting needles click and crochet hooks pull yarn into shape at Abide Coffeehouse. From 6 to 8 p.m., Knit and Crochet Night invites people to slow down, create and connect. 
Melanie Scott, who hosts the group, says no experience or supplies are needed to participate. Donated yarn, hooks and needles are available, and Scott helps beginners learn the craft. “Anybody can pick up a hook, there’s supplies, nobody needs to bring anything,” Scott said. 
Scott recalled the group’s first night drew nearly 40 people. Some attendees work on personal projects, while others make items for charitable causes, including people experiencing homelessness and premature infants, attendee Mary Sherrill said. 
For Sherrill, who has attended for about four years, the craft is almost secondary. “Even more important that the actual event… is the camaraderie that develops between people,” she said. “People that you may not have ever met before, but you can become very close to.”
Fellow attendee Meghan Maccarone comes nearly every Monday and has expanded her circle through other Abide gatherings, including book club. This evening, she forgot the correct size crochet hook, so she borrowed one from the shop’s supplies. “We do more yapping than actual crocheting,” she said.
The coffeehouse offers more than a place to work on crafts. Couches invite friends to settle in and trade stories, while books line the shelves for anyone to read, and board games are available to play. Some patrons work on laptops, but the atmosphere encourages conversation and face-to-face connection. 
Abide also displays work by local artists, including photography, paintings and drawings. Staff members welcome opportunities to connect customers with the artists, said Casey Morgan, the coffeehouse’s shift lead.
Knit and Crochet Night is one thread in a broader community calendar. The coffeehouse’s community events page lists recurring gatherings, including open mic, trivia, book club, Dungeons & Dragons, and Nibble & Paint. 
In a busy city, Abide makes room for lingering, a quality that can be lost when businesses prioritize turnover over hospitality. The coffee brings people through the door, but the atmosphere gives them a reason to stay.
“Everybody here is more than happy to talk to you,” Morgan said. “We’re happy to be here for you.”
Newcomers can visit Abide Coffeehouse at 23 W. Market St. on Mondays from 6 to 8 p.m. No experience or supplies are required. Check the coffeehouse’s community events page for the latest schedule, come for a drink and stay awhile. Who knows? You might just make a new friend.
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