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Wilkes students weigh concerns ahead of midterm elections
By Jeremey Dyches

	WILKES-BARRE, Pa. With the 2026 midterm elections approaching, Wilkes University students say economic pressures, immigration enforcement and safety at the pools are weighing on their decision to cast a ballot. 
	A recent survey by Tufts University’s Center for Information & Research on Civic Learning and Engagement found two-thirds of college students are likely to vote in the midterms, The Tufts Daily reported. The study of 5,549 adults ages 18 to 29 found economic concerns, including housing and healthcare costs, paramount for young people, with about 60% saying they sometimes or often struggle to make ends meet. 
	Of the 10 people interviewed on the Wilkes University campus and nearby community, most said voting matters, but few described the process as simple, and nearly all pointed to the economy as a motivation force. 
	Christine Epsimos, a 38-year-old college graduate residing in Wilkes-Barre, said housing affordability and availability top her list, along with healthcare and jobs, adding that students are the next generation responsible for maintaining the country’s infrastructure.
	Gene McCormick, a 35-year-old senior of Wilkes, said college often marks the first time students can choose their own political beliefs, and he believes fears of federal immigration enforcement near polling places could deter some voters.
	“Do whatever you have to do to get to the poll and cast your vote, because it’s more important now than ever,” McCormick said.
	For others, immigration is the reason to at all. Kailey Rillston, a 21-year-old junior at Marywood University from Clarks Summit, said she watches the issue affect classmates and family members who are immigrants.
	“It’s the whole ICE thing and how brutal and horrible they can be toward people they know and their own families,” Rillston said. “Definitely a scary topic.”
	Not everyone shares those worries. Jonathon Borthwick, a 42-year-old college graduate from Lehman, said local familiarity eases his mind about voting in person. 
	“Checking and knowing how my previous voting experiences have gone and being very familiar with my polling place and even knowing the people there, I personally feel very comfortable going to vote,” Borthwick said.
	Practical obstacles also stand between students and the ballot box. Several students cited transportation, noting many on campus do not have cars, and confusion over registration and finding polling locations. Jacob Yonkers, a 43-year-old college graduate from Shavertown, said his first vote left him dumbfounded by the number of candidates and argued universities should teach voting with the same emphasis as core classes. 
	The CIRCLE study found social media is where college students get most of their political information. Ryan Kenney, a 21-year-old junior from Wilkes, said the constant stream of campaign ads on YouTube and in his texts reminds him to participate, while Addison Moyer, an 18-year-old freshman from Wilkes, said she scrolls past political posts and avoids controversy that could strain friendships. 
	Even skeptical students urged their peers to show. Emma Devers, an 18-year-old freshman from Wilkes, offered this advice to classmates uneasy about casting the ballot: “It’s okay to have a different opinion than everyone else and just stand by it, because that’s what you think is best.”
	Whatever their politics or polling place, students agreed on one thing: voting is every citizen’s right, and intimidation should never be the reason a voice goes unheard.  
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